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Guidelines for the PhD Program in Applied Physics, Department of Phys-

1.

ics, National Dong Hwa University
[ November 2, 2020: Revised in the 1st Semester Department Communication Meeting, 2020-2021 Academic Year
[] December 14, 2020: Revised in the 2nd College Meeting of the 1st Semester, 2020-2021 Academic Year

[] December 30, 2020: Approved in the 2nd Academic Affairs Meeting of the 1st Semester, 2020-2021 Academic Year

March 13, 2024: Revised in the 1st Department Meeting of the 2nd Semester, 2023-2024 Academic Year
March 18, 2026: Revised in the 1st Department Meeting of the 2nd Semester, 2025-2026 Academic Year

The PhD Program in Applied Physics at the Department of Physics, National Dong Hwa
University (hereafter referred to as the "PhD Program"), is managed by the Department of
Physics. To regulate the academic affairs of PhD students, these guidelines are established
in accordance with the university's academic regulations, the doctoral and master's degree
examination regulations, and other relevant rules.

Admission Requirements:

(a) Applicants must hold a master's degree from a public or accredited private university,
independent college, or a foreign university recognized by the Ministry of Education, or
be graduating with equivalent qualifications. They must have passed the entrance exami-
nation for the PhD program at this university to be eligible to enroll in the Department's
PhD program.

(b) International students may apply for admission according to the university's "Regula-
tions for International Student Admission."

(c) Direct Admission to PhD Program: Applicants may follow the university’s
"Regulations for Direct Admission to the PhD Program."

(d) According to the university's "Regulations for Student Department Transfer," PhD
students are not permitted to transfer to another department or program.

(e) New students who are unable to enroll on time due to serious illness or military
conscription may apply to defer their enrollment by providing relevant documentation
and submitting a request before registration. If approved, they may delay their entry into
the PhD program.

Duration of Study:

The duration of study is from two to seven years. Students must complete the program
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within this period; failure to do so will result in dismissal. Students cannot graduate be-
fore completing at least two years of study.
Course Requirements:
Details are provided in the curriculum plan.
Credit Exemption:
(a) Graduate students in the Department may apply for credit exemptions.
(b) Applications for credit exemption must be submitted before the course add/drop dead-
line of the next semester (for new students, this is before the end of the first semester) and
must be approved by the Department's Curriculum Committee. Exempted courses must
have a grade of B- or higher and must not be counted toward undergraduate or Master's
program graduation credits. The total number of exempted credits should not exceed 6
credits.
(c) Required courses completed before pursuing the PhD degree may be exempted upon
review and approval by the Department's Curriculum Committee. However, these credits
will not count toward graduation requirements. Any deficit in required professional cred-
its must be compensated by professional elective credits recognized by the Department's
Curriculum Committee.
(d) The following documents must be submitted when applying for credit exemption:
i.  Application form;
ii.  Proof that the credits are not counted toward the Master's program gradua-
tion requirements;
iii.  Transcript;
iv.  Other relevant documents for review, such as course number, instructor
name, course materials, etc.

Qualification Examination:
(a) PhD students in this program must establish an examination committee within their
second semester after admission to become a qualifying PhD candidate (hereafter referred

to as a "qualifying student").
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(b) The examination committee is composed of the advisor and invited members (whose
qualifications are the same as those for the PhD degree examination committee), with at
least three members in total. Half or more of the committee members must be full-time
faculty members from the Department, and the convener of the committee must be a
member other than the student's advisor.

(c) The content of the qualification examination will be determined by the examination
committee based on the student's background, academic abilities, characteristics, and fu-
ture research plans. The committee will decide on the examination topics, format, and cri-
teria for passing.

(d) The examination committee must be formed within the same semester the student ap-
plies to become a qualifying student. The list of committee members, including any
changes, will be submitted by the advisor to the Graduate Committee for review and then
reported to the Department Council.

(e) The examination committee must, by the end of the student's second semester, finalize
the content of the qualification examination and submit it to the Graduate Committee for
review, followed by reporting to the Department Council.

(f) By the end of the student's fourth semester, the examination committee must evaluate
the qualification examination based on the submitted content. The advisor may submit the
results in writing to the Graduate Committee for review and filing, then report to the De-
partment Council.

(g) Students who pass the qualification examination will receive a certificate of qualifica-
tion from the Department Chair, thus becoming PhD candidates. The Department will an-
nounce the student as a PhD candidate in the program.

(h) If a student fails the qualification examination, the examination committee may revise
the student's qualification examination content once and extend the deadline for passing
the examination by up to two semesters. Except in special circumstances, the examination
committee may make a separate decision. If the student has not passed the examination

by the start of the 7th semester, they will be dismissed from the program.
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(1) PhD students admitted before the 2013 academic year (inclusive) may choose to apply
for qualification examination evaluation under these guidelines, but the previous qualifi-
cation examination regulations they followed will no longer apply.

() PhD students admitted before the 2013 academic year (inclusive) who choose to apply
under these guidelines will have the deadlines in the above points relaxed. However, if
they do not pass the qualification examination by the start of the 9th semester, they will
be dismissed from the program.

Thesis Supervision:

(a) PhD candidates must apply for a thesis advisor and research direction within one year
after passing the qualification examination. The application will be reviewed and ap-
proved by the Department's Graduate Committee.

(b) Thesis advisors and individual research supervisors must be full-time faculty mem-
bers in the Department of Physics, holding at least the rank of Assistant Professor. In ex-
ceptional cases, written applications for exceptions must be submitted to the Depart-
ment’s Graduate Committee and approved after review.

(c) If a faculty member from outside the department is approved as a thesis advisor, a fac-
ulty member from the Department of Physics, at least at the rank of Assistant Professor,
must co-advise.

(d) The thesis advisor must ensure that the thesis topic and content align with the depart-
ment’s areas of expertise.

Thesis Proposal:

(a) PhD candidates must complete their thesis proposal defense at least six months before
the intended graduation oral examination date.

(b) The thesis proposal must include the research topic, background and motivation, liter-
ature review, research methods, expected outcomes, references, as well as the signatures
of the thesis advisor and the PhD candidate.

(c) If there is a change in the thesis advisor or the direction of the thesis, a new thesis pro-

posal must be submitted.
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(d) PhD students must submit a thesis similarity report(plagiarism test). The report must
adhere to the department’s standards for thesis similarity checks (plagiarism test).

9. Graduation Requirements:
During their study period, PhD students must complete the following to qualify for gradu-
ation:
(a) Journal Articles: Two SCI (Science Citation Index) journal papers, with at least one
as the first-author.
(b) Thesis: The graduation thesis must be approved by the thesis advisor before it can be
submitted.

10. PhD Degree Examination:

(a) The PhD thesis title and oral examination date must be submitted at least six weeks
before the oral examination. The thesis draft must be submitted two weeks before the
oral examination in order to proceed with the exam.

(b) The PhD thesis (including the abstract) must comply with the formatting standards
of National Dong Hwa University. After passing the degree examination, the abstract
and full thesis must be uploaded to the university’s system within one month (ac-
cording to the university library's guidelines for thesis submission). Additionally,
four copies of the thesis must be submitted: one for the department, one for the uni-
versity library, and two for the Ministry of Education-designated storage institutions
through the Academic Affairs Office.

(¢) The PhD degree examination committee shall consist of 5 to 7 members, with at
least one-third of the members being external to the university. The committee mem-
bers must be scholars or experts with specialized research on the student's thesis
topic, and must meet one of the following qualifications. They are recommended to

the university president for selection:
1. Current or former professors or associate professors.
ii.  Academicians or current/former researchers from Academia Sinica.

iii.  Individuals holding a PhD with notable academic achievements.

iv.  Experts in rare or specialized fields with academic or professional achieve-
ments.

The criteria for the qualifications in categories iii. and iv. will be determined by the Department’s
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Graduate Committee. Spouses or close relatives (within three degrees of kinship) of the PhD

candidate may not serve on the examination committee.

(d) The degree examination will primarily be oral; however, a written examination may

be conducted if necessary, and must follow the regulations outlined below:

1.

il.

1il.

1v.

vi.

vil.

The oral examination will be open to the public, and the examination time,

location, and thesis title must be announced in advance.

Members of the examination committee must attend the oral examination in
person; no representatives may be appointed. The PhD degree examination

will proceed only if at least five committee members are present.

The examination committee will be chaired by one external member; the the-

sis advisor cannot serve as the chair.

The examination results will be based on a grading scale from 0 to 100, with
70 (B-) as the passing grade and 100 (A+) as the highest grade. The final
grade will be determined by the average of the attending members’ evalua-
tions. If more than one-third of the committee members evaluate the candi-
date as failing, the examination will be considered a failure, and no averaging

will be done.

If a PhD candidate who has applied for the degree examination is unable to
complete the examination within the semester, they must request to cancel
the application before the end of the semester according to the university’s
academic calendar. Failure to cancel by the deadline will be considered as

one failed attempt.

If the thesis is found to have plagiarism or fraudulent content and is con-
firmed by the examination committee, the examination will be deemed a fail-
ure, and the matter will be referred to the university’s Student Disciplinary

Committee.

If the candidate fails the examination, they may apply for a re-examination in
the following semester or academic year. Re-examination is allowed only
once, and failure in the re-examination will result in dismissal from the pro-

gram.

11. Revocation of PhD Degree:

If a previously awarded PhD degree is found to have been based on a thesis with plagia-

rism or fraudulent content, and this is confirmed through investigation, the degree will be
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12.

13

revoked, and the issued degree certificate must be returned.

Additional Matters:

Any matters not addressed in these guidelines shall be handled according to the relevant
laws and regulations of the Ministry of Education, as well as the university's "Academic
Regulations" and the "Doctoral and Master's Degree Examination Regulations" and other

related rules.

. Implementation:

These guidelines will be implemented after being approved by the Department Council,

the College Council, and reviewed by the Academic Affairs Meeting.
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Guidelines for the International Master Program of Department of
Business Administration, NDHU

Revision date

Approved by the 2nd departments Meeting of academic year 2025 on March 12, 2026
Approved by the 2nd College of Management Meeting of academic year 2025 on April 14, 2026
Amended and approved at the 2nd Academic Affairs Committee Meeting, 2nd Semester, Academic Year 2025-2026, June 10, 2026

The Department of Business Administration, National Dong Hwa University
(hereinafter referred to as “the Department”), establishes these Guidelines in
accordance with the University’s Academic Regulations, the Regulations Governing
the Conferral of Master’s and Doctoral Degrees, and related regulations, to govern

matters concerning graduate study in the International Master Program.

Admission Qualifications:

(1) Applicants who hold a bachelor’s degree from a public or registered private
university, independent college, or a foreign university recognized by the
Ministry of Education, or those who are expected to graduate or possess
equivalent academic qualifications, may apply for admission to the
International Master Program in accordance with the University’s admission
regulations.

(2) International students shall be admitted in accordance with the University’s
"Regulations for International Student Admission."

(3) Students applying for transfer between departments or institutes shall follow
the University’s " Program Transfer Regulations."

Period of Study:

The normal period of study for the International Master Program is two to four
years. Students who complete all course requirements earlier may apply for early
graduation (from the third semester onward). To qualify for early graduation,
students must rank within the top 30 percent of their cohort (rounded up) or
achieve a cumulative GPA of 3.7 or above, and must fulfill all requirements for
thesis proposal review and final defense in accordance with Departmental
regulations.

Curriculum Requirements
Curriculum requirements shall follow the curriculum planning table of the

International Master Program in Business Administration.

Credit Transfer and Waiver

Students who have completed graduate-level coursework in business
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10.

11.

administration prior to enrollment (excluding directed or independent study
courses) may apply for credit transfer and waiver upon approval by the

Department. A maximum of 12 credits may be waived.

The study process and curriculum planning table applicable to each student shall
be those in effect at the time of enrollment. Students may choose to adopt later
versions; however, once selected, the chosen version must be followed in its

entirety.

The teaching and research areas of the Program are organized into three fields:
(1) Strategic Management and Human Resource Management
(2) Marketing Management
(3) Operations Management and Management Science

Students admitted in September shall apply for a thesis advisor by June 15 of their
second academic year; those admitted in February shall apply by December 15 of
the same year. In principle, the advisor shall be a full-time assistant professor or
above in the Department. If necessary, the advisor may invite a faculty member
from the College of Management to serve as co-advisor in accordance with College
regulations. Students shall enroll in the “Independent Study” course offered by

their advisor.

Students shall complete "Academic Research Ethics Education Course" before the
end of their first academic year. Those who have previously completed an
equivalent course may apply for exemption with supporting documentation.
Students shall complete the course and assessment through the Taiwan Academic
Ethics Education Resource Center (https://ethics.moe.edu.tw/). Students who fail

to complete this requirement may not apply for the final thesis defense.

Students may apply for the thesis proposal review at least three months after the
appointment of their thesis advisor. The proposal review committee shall consist
of the advisor and at least one additional internal or external member invited by

the advisor.

Students may apply for the final thesis defense at least three months after passing
the proposal review. The final defense committee shall consist of the advisor and
at least two additional internal or external members, of whom at least one-third

shall be external members.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

When applying for the final defense, students shall submit the application form
and the first page of the Turnitin similarity report for their thesis. The similarity
index must be below 20 percent and approved by the advisor. After passing the
final defense, students shall submit a revised thesis with a second similarity report

(below 20 percent) before completing graduation procedures.

If plagiarism or academic misconduct is confirmed in a thesis, written report,
technical report, or other submitted work, the conferred degree shall be revoked
and the diploma withdrawn in accordance with University regulations. Relevant
institutions shall also be notified.

Matters not specified herein shall be governed by applicable laws and regulations
of the Ministry of Education and the University.

These Guidelines shall be implemented upon approval by the Departmental Affairs
Meeting and the College Affairs Meeting.
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